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proposed committee to give a final shape to the provincial committees' recommenda-
tions. The jail administration of India was rotten to the core, and needed early
detailed examination.
Mr. Gxvynne said that the Government had devoted gieat attention to the
subject for ten years, and were not satisfied that an occasion had now
arisen for appointing a committee as suggested. Most of the recommendations of
the Indian Jails Committee of 1919 had heen carried out as far as possible.
Moreover, periodical conferences of Inspectors-General of Prisons and Provincial
enquh ies constituted a sort of perpetual investigation, ^ The question of the ad-
visability of introducing an All-India Act wouh be discussed at the next con-
ference. Though legislati\Te committees had done valuable work, yet the cost had
been great reaching over a crore.
After a reply fi om the mover, the resolution was defeated by 30 against 13,
and the House adjourned,
PROVIDENT  FUNDS ACT AMEND. BILL
On the 24th SEPTEMBER, the house considered and passed the Provident
Funds Act (Amendment) Dill incorporating Mr. Ramaprosad Mukerji's amend-
ment, whereby the Bill would also cover colleges affiliated to universities established
by statute. The Bill was purported inter alia to legalise withdrawals from provident
funds for the payment of subscriptions or prernia to family pension funds and to
extend the protection of the Act to provident fnnds of certain public institutions.
The Council then considered and passed 4 bills to levy a cess on certain kind
of coke, to amend the Boilers Act, to enable the taking of a census and to amend
the Calcutta Pilots and Indian Ports Acts. Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Choudhury's
amendment to the Census Bill was defeated.
MINIMUM WAGE FIXATION  MACHINERY
Mr, Ryan, Secretary, Industries and Labour, next moved a resolution urging
the acceptance of the recommendation regarding machinery for fixing minimum
wages in certain tiades adopted at the nth International Labour Conference.
Mr. Ramdas Pantulu protested against the consideration of the resolution
then, as members had not been supplied with the connected papers.
Eventually, on Sir Fazli Hussain's suggestion, the mover and the House agreed
to postpone consideration of the resolution until Thursday to enable papers to be
distributed to and studied by the members. The House then adjourned.
EXPORT TRADE IN CATTLE-MEAT
On the sjtk SEPTEMBER Seth Govind Das introduced his Bill to prohibit the
txrxnrt trade in cattle-meat He said that the country^ misfortune was that cattle
were slaughtered not only for the people in India, but also for foreigners.
TELEPHONE RATES IN CALCUTTA
Mr. Ramaprasad Mukerji moved a resolution asking for a committee to
enquire into the message rates levied by the Bengal Telephone Corporation. He
said tfoftt businessmen were very adversely affected by the rates.
Mr. Ryaa, Industries Secretary, observed that the question of the revision of
tins rates was being considered and the Government would be glad to inquire into
specific complaints. The committee suggested however was unnecessary,
In view of the assurance of Mr.   Ryan, the resolution was withdrawn.
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Mr. Kumar Sankar Ray Choudhury next moved a resolution recommending tbe
of the Government of India Act to enable the establishment of a Privy
in India.
Mr* Gwyatje, &j>eakmg on behalf of the Government, considered the resolution
ifr livery wigae aad impracticable.   It was also inopportune, he observed, as the
ton of constitutional changes was bemg examined by the Statutory
Hatened Akbar Khan opposed the resolution as it would further
ta»pftytrs* burden   Tfec resolution was eventually rejected.

